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PREFACE 


The  topics  chosen  for  consideration  and  the  illustrative  materials 
for  them  are  selective.  Some  features  of  constitutions  are  not  touched 
on.  None  is  explored  in  depth.  Experience  in  teaching  American  and 
then  Canadian  constitutional  law  over  successive  generations  teaches  the 
futility  of  undertaking  to  develop  mastery  of  the  constitutions  of 
several  countries  in  half  the  class  time  which  is  regularly  allocated 
for  instruction  in  the  constitution  of  one. 

That  is  not  in  fact  my  objective  nor,  I  hope,  yours.  The  contribu¬ 
tion  of  comparative  law  is  an  awareness  of  the  relativism  of  the  legal 
order.  The  student  sensitized  to  alternatives  may  occasionally  turn  them 
to  practical  advantage  as  analogies  for  domestic  advocacy.  But  frankly 
this  is  not  a  bread-and-butter  subject.  It  is  a  mind  stretcher.  Its 
matter  is  to  be  meditated,  not  masticated. 

The  constitutions  of  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Australia  are 
heavily  emphasized.  The  shared  legal  tradition  and  similarities  of  life 
style  of  those  huge  federations  suggest  the  choice.  However,  a  broader 
comparison  is  provided  by  a  fairly  liberal  representation  from  other 
legal  systems,  notably  Switzerland,  a  particularly  mature  model  of  such 
federations . 

The  stress  of  the  course  on  federalism  is  deliberate  to  elaborate 
what  is  involved  in  the  desire  expressed  in  the  preamble  of  the  British 
North  America  Act  1867  Mto  be  federally  united!*  Yet  a  few  topics,  like 
separation  of  powers  and  civil  liberties,  not  distinctive  of  federations, 
are  included  as  involving  basic  concerns  the  total  neglect  of  which 
would  falsify  the  picture  of  any  constitutional  universe. 
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